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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, November 4, 2020.  Present were 

Anthony J. Kinahan, Vice Chairman; and Meredith L. Anderson, Clerk. Also present was David 

L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting 

Room in Town Hall. 

 

Chairman Reyes participated remotely. 

 

Chairman Reyes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated due to the increasing concern surrounding the Coronavirus pandemic, 

this meeting will remain closed to the public. Chairman Reyes stated there are no scheduled 

Public Hearings and there will be no public comment period. Chairman Reyes stated live video 

and audio of the meeting will be aired on Comcast local channel 9 and a recording of the meeting 

will also be posted on the West Bridgewater YouTube channel. 

 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated first on the agenda was approving the meeting minutes of October 7, 

2020. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of October 7, 2020, Ms. Anderson 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Reyes, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes; Ms. Anderson, yes. 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was accepting the meeting minutes of October 21, 

2020 for review. 

Ms. Anderson MOVED to accept the meeting minutes of October 21, 2020 for review, Mr. 

Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Reyes, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes; Ms. Anderson, yes. 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was voting on Shawn Anderson’s vacation carry over 

request. 

Ms. Anderson stated she was abstaining from voting on the matter. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve Mr. Anderson’s vacation carry over request, Chairman Reyes 

seconded, and so voted, two in favor and one abstained. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Reyes, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes; Ms. Anderson, abstained. 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was voting on Deborah Taylor’s vacation carry over 

request. 

Ms. Anderson MOVED to approve Ms. Taylor’s vacation carry over request, Mr. Kinahan 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Reyes, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes; Ms. Anderson, yes. 
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Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was Selectmen Anderson’s appointment to the Old 

Colony Planning Council Metropolitan Planning Organization. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Board voted to nominate Selectmen Anderson to the organization at a 

previous meeting. Mr. Gagne stated OCPC notified the office that Selectmen Anderson was 

officially appointed as a member, representing local communities with populations under 

fourteen thousand. 

Ms. Anderson stated she was honored to be appointed and looks forward to attending the 

meetings. 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was discussing the Board of Selectmen Meeting 

Room Camera Equipment Upgrade. 

Ben Smith, Cable Access Station Manager, stated the Cable Advisory Committee is ready to 

move forward with camera upgrades in the Board of Selectmen Meeting Room. Mr. Smith 

explained the installation of the upgraded equipment will enable the cable crew to record Board 

meetings from the studio located at the Middle/Senior High School and would diminish the 

amount of equipment needed in the meeting room.  

Ms. Anderson asked if there was going to be a way to signal to the meeting room and the 

hallway that the recording is going live. Ms. Anderson stated she has relied on the “on air” light 

in the meeting room and hallway in the past. 

Mr. Smith stated there will be no way to active the “on air” light from the studio once the 

equipment has been upgraded. Mr. Smith stated the small T.V. in the meeting room will still be 

active however, it will not indicate when the recording and microphones are live. Mr. Smith 

stated maybe the Confidential Secretary could call him at the start of the meeting and flip a 

switch to the already existing “on air” light when they are ready to go live on his end.  

Mr. Gagne asked if multiple meetings occurring at the same time would be able to be recorded 

from the studio using the upgraded equipment. 

Mr. Smith stated that they will still only be able to record one meeting at a time. 

Mr. Gagne stated he had hoped that upgrading the equipment would allow multiple 

Board/Committee meeting occurring at the same time to be videoed from the studio 

simultaneously. 

Mr. Smith stated he will take the Board and Mr. Gagne’s concerns under advisement and discuss 

them further with the Cable Advisory Committee. 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was the Town Administrator’s Report. 

Mr. Gagne stated first on his report was a COVID-19 update. Mr. Gagne stated there were 

thirteen active cases when the Board last met and the Town was labeled a “red” town. Mr. Gagne 

stated he coordinated a video featuring other Town officials regarding COVID-19 concerns. Mr. 

Gagne stated the video covered COVID-19 best practices and explained what it meant for the 

Town to be labeled a “red” town. Mr. Gagne stated the video was posted on social media as well 
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as the Town’s Coronavirus informational page.   Mr. Gagne stated the Town has been a “red” 

town for two weeks. Mr. Gagne stated a town must be a “red” town for three consecutive weeks 

before being labeled a high risk community. Mr. Gagne stated there are now only three active 

cases in Town and the town will no longer be considered a “red” town and transition to a “gray” 

town. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Baker administration has made $50,000,000 available to small businesses 

through a grant program. Mr. Gagne stated information regarding the grant has been posted on 

the Town’s webpage as well as social media. Mr. Gagne stated both him and Chairman Reyes 

wanted to make sure this information was readily available to residents and small businesses. 

Mr. Gagne stated Governor Baker has also announced additional COVID-19 restrictions. Mr. 

Gagne stated the Governor has ordered a curfew from 10 p.m. through 5 a.m. Mr. Gagne stated 

this curfew requires all businesses to close at 9:30 p.m. with all individuals off premise by 10 

p.m. Mr. Gagne stated the Governor had mandated that everyone wear a mask regardless of 

social distancing or setting. Mr. Gagne stated there are set fines for establishments that do not 

follow the curfew and for individuals not adhering to the mask requirement. Mr. Gagne stated 

indoor gatherings are limited to 25 people, with private residences limited to 10 people. Mr. 

Gagne stated the local police department has been tasked with enforcing these new restrictions 

per the Governor’s order. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Town voted to approve Articles 30, 31 and 32, changes to zoning by-laws, 

at the Annual Town Meeting. Mr. Gagne stated once the Town approves the change it is then 

sent off to the Attorney General’s office for final review and approval. Mr. Gagne stated Article 

30 pertained to the solar fields and Articles 31 and 32 pertained to digital message boards. Mr. 

Gagne stated the changes have been approved by the Attorney General’s office; however, there 

was a procedural error on the Planning Board’s part. Mr. Gagne stated the Planning Board did 

not advertise the Public Hearing notice fourteen days in advance and therefor the Town Clerk is 

required to officially post a notice and advertise the notice in the newspaper outlining the 

decision made at Town Meeting and the procedural error. Mr. Gagne stated once the notice has 

been posted for 21 days the Town Clerk must submit a certified copy of the posted notice to the 

Attorney General’s office. Mr. Gagne stated once received the Attorney General’s Office then 

has 90 days to review and approve the submitted changes. 

Mr. Gagne stated Old Colony Planning Council conducted a traffic study on Scotland Street. Mr. 

Gagne stated the study has confirmed that there is more commercial traffic traveling down 

Scotland Street today than there was in 2011. Mr. Gagne stated the traffic study also confirmed 

that the amount of heavy commercial traffic traveling down Scotland Street meets the minimum 

threshold for qualifying for a heavy commercial vehicle exclusion; however, MassDOT issuing 

an exclusion was highly unlikely. Mr. Gagne explained that Old Colony Planning Council’s 

Principal Transportation Planner notes in his letter that it is unlikely that a heavy commercial 

vehicle exclusion permit would be issued by MassDOT given the commercial and industrial 

nature of Elm Street in Bridgewater and a lack of turnoff for truck at the Town line between 

Bridgewater and West Bridgewater. 
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Mr. Gagne stated next on his report is announcing the Veteran’s Day Grab ‘n Go luncheon 

hosted by the Council on Aging. Mr. Gagne stated due to COVID-19 the typical luncheons 

hosted by the Council on Aging have stopped. Mr. Gagne stated Marilyn Mather, Director of 

Elderly Services, still wanted to provide lunches for the senior residents and came up with this 

“grab n go” approach. Mr. Gagne stated individuals can make an appointment to stop by the 

Council on Aging and grab a bagged lunch without ever leaving the comfort of their vehicle. Mr. 

Gagne stated Ms. Mather has organized an extra special Veteran’s Day Grab ‘n Go Luncheon, 

with State and Town officials in attendance to show their gratitude for local veterans. 

Mr. Gagne stated a West Bridgewater Police Officer was in a car accident while on duty. Mr. 

Gagne explained a driver crashed into the Police Officer’s cruiser, causing minor injuries to the 

officer. Mr. Gagne stated the Officer was out of work for about a week. Mr. Gagne stated the 

Officer has settled a private claim against the individual who crashed into the cruiser, and 

pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 41 Section 111F, the Town will be reimbursed 

for the majority of the payroll expenses associated with the Officer being out of work due to the 

accident. 

Chairman Reyes stated she would like to circle back to the Scotland Street Traffic Study. 

Chairman Reyes stated she would still like to proceed with requesting a Heavy Commercial 

Vehicle Restriction on that road. Chairman Reyes stated OCPC’s letter stated that MassDOT 

granting an exclusion is unlikely but not impossible and thinks the Town should still request one. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Principal Transportation Planner from the Old Colony Planning Council 

uses the verbiage “highly unlikely” because he is not the ultimate decision maker and cannot 

speak for MasDOT. Mr. Gagne stated however, he trusts the opinion of the Principal 

Transportation Planner as he has been doing this type of work for a long time. Mr. Gagne stated 

if the Board wants to pursue an exclusion, they would have to provide an appropriate alternative 

route for the commercial traffic, which does not seem feasible. 

Chairman Reyes stated she would still like to pursue an exclusion. 

Mr. Gagne stated he will place the topic on the next agenda and the Board can discuss an 

alternate route and take a vote to pass it along to MassDOT. 

Ms. Anderson stated she agrees with Chairman Reyes and would like to pursue the exclusion. 

At 7:43 p.m. Ms. Anderson MOVED to adjourn, Mr. Kinahan seconded and so voted 

unanimously. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Reyes, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes; Ms. Anderson, yes. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Lorna J. Carroll, Confidential Secretary. 

List of Documents Included in the November 4, 2020 Meeting Packet: 

 Meeting Minutes of October 7, 2020 

 Meeting Minutes of October 21, 2020 
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 Shawn Anderson’s Vacation Carry Over 

 Deborah Taylor’s Vacation Carry Over 

 Letter from Old Colony Planning Council re: Selectmen Anderson’s Appointments to the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 Small Business Grant information document 

 Administration Announces New COVID-19 Measures document 

 Letter from the Attorney General’s Office re: West Bridgewater Annual Town Meeting of 

June 29, 2020 – Case #9873 Warrant Articles #30, 31 and 32 (Zoning) 

 Email from Old Colony Planning Council Principal Transportation Planner re: Scotland 

Street Traffic Study 

 Traffic Study Results 

 Council on Aging Newsletter re: Veteran’s Day Grab ‘n Go Luncheon 

 111F Claim Release Form 

 


